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Climate Action: Leading at Local Level
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Climate Action: Leading at Local Level

Local Authority Response to the Climate 
Change Challenge

‘We cannot solve our problems unless 
we change the thinking that caused 
them in the first place’

Albert Einstein Mr. Ciarán Hayes 

Chief Executive Sligo County Council



Council 
Climate
Change 

InitiativesInitiatives



Public Lighting 
Project:
•Collaboration with 
DCCAE, SEAI, HFA

81 GWh/Year of 

GWh TPER) 

81 GWh/Year of 
electricity saved  (168 
GWh TPER) 

Total of 550,000 Tonnes of CO2  

saved

€414 million in costs 

after costs)

€414 million in costs 
saved to LA’s (€212m 
after costs)
Full condition survey of Full condition survey of 
PL asset to plan for 
Infrastructure upgrades

Full condition survey of 
PL asset to plan for 
Infrastructure upgrades
Significant contribution 

energy efficiency goals 

Significant contribution 
to current and future 
energy efficiency goals 





Climate Change is caused by decisions 
made by billions of people every day 

around the globe

113 tonnes 
of GHG
every minute 
every day



Greta
Thunberg



Rural 
Electrification

Scheme



Challenge:
Implementation of 

Local Communities, Business, Households

Implementation of 
National Policy at Local 

Level



PPN/Tidy Towns/Pride of Place/Residents 
Association/Chamber of Commerce/Comhairle
na nOg/People Talk/An Taisce/Community 
Groups/NGO’s/Charities/Religious etc.

Local Communities, Business, Households



Public 
Participation 

Network



EU Capital of 
Volunteering 

2017



Housing:
•Social Housing 
Refurbishment
•Enhance Air Quality
•Reduce CO2 
Emissions
•Address Fuel 
Poverty Poverty 

Cranmore, Sligo 
23rd Jan. ‘19



WERLA:
Waste 
Enforcement 
Regional Lead 
Authority



Business, 
Commercial, 

Retail SectorsRetail Sectors



Sligo Local 
Gas Network 

Finisklin

Ballytivnan

Total Investment:
•€9,665,000 

Funding sought: 
•€7,185,000

Oakfield

Retail Park

Sports 
complex

Carbon pricing is bad news for coal, mixed for 
natural gas, muted for oil, and good for 
renewables. Prof. Robert Stavins



Planning & 
Development:
•Development Plan 
Objectives
•Renewable Energies
•Planning Conditions•Planning Conditions
•Design for Climate 
Change



Transport Planning:
•Smarter Travel
•Fleet Management

How we Travel – Mode Shares 
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Transport Planning:
•Smarter Travel
•Cycling Bus



EU Water Framework 

Directive:
•LAWCO
•IFA•IFA
•Rural Communities



Major Emergency 
Management & 
Remediation:
•Response to Severe •Response to Severe 
Weather Events
•Adaptation & 
Mitigation Planning



Challenge:
Position the Sector to 

deliver on Climate 

Local Communities, Business, Households

deliver on Climate 
Change actions across all 

aspects of its’ remit



“The Real Voyage of Discovery consists not in 
seeking new Landscapes, but in having new eyes.”

Marcel Proust


