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Comprehensive, Evidence Based Assessments -
series of reports produced every 4 years.

Based on Extensive data from EPA & others.

Consider all key aspects of Ireland’s
environment — climate change, water, marine,
air, biodiversity, land, noise etc.

Set in a context of economic sectors ( incl.
agriculture, energy, transport, waste, industry)
and societal developments




Overall Message

The overall quality of Ireland’s environment is not
what it should be, and the outlook is not

optimistic unless we accelerate action
Date released: Nov 24 2020

» The outlook for Ireland’s environment is not optimistic unless we accelerate the implementation
of solutions across all sectors and society.

Climate and biodiversity are two of the key challenges we need to address.
An investment in the environment is also an investment in our health.
Environmental indicators are going in the wrong direction across many areas.

A national Environmental Policy Position will provide clarity on our ambition and commitment to
live up to the image of a Clean Green Island.

yyyvyy

25 November 2020: Launching the EPA seventh State of the Environment Report today, Laura Burke
EPA Director General, said,

“The overall quality of Ireland’s environment is not what it should be, and the outlook is not
optimistic unless we accelerate the implementation of solutions across all sectors and
society.”
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We Need Vision and Implementation to Protect Ireland’s Environment and our Health and Wellbeing

SOE 1: Environmental Policy Position SOE 2: Full Implementation

A national policy position for Ireland’s environment. Full implementation of existing environmental legislation

and a review of the governance around the coordination on
environmental protection across public bodies.

SOE 3: Health and Wellbeing

Protecting the Environment is an Investment
in Our Health and Wellbeing.
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SOE 4: Climate

Systemic change is required for Ireland to become the
climate-neutral and climate-resilient society and economy
that it aspires to be.

SOE 6: Nature

Safeguard nature and wild places as a national priority and
to leave a legacy for future generations.

SOE 8: Marine

Reduce the human-induced pressures on the marine
environment.

Step Up to Protect the Environment Around Us as it is Under Increasing Threat

SOE 5: Air Quality

Adoption of measures to meet the World Health
Organization air quality guideline values should be the
target to aim for in the Clean Air Strategy.

SOE 7: Water Quality

Improve the water environment and tackle water pollution
locally at a water catchment level.



Ireland’s Environment

An Integrated Assessment 2020

System Change - Delivery on Sectoral and Societal Outcomes Needs to be Accelerated

SOE 9: Clean Energy

Ireland needs to move rapidly away from the extensive use
of fossil fuels to the use of clean energy systems.

SOE 11: Water Services

Drinking water and wastewater infrastructure must meet
the needs of our society.

SOE 13: Land Use

Promote integrated land-mapping approaches to support
decision-making on sustainable land use.

SOE 10: Environmentally-sustainable
Agriculture

An agriculture and food sector that demonstrates
validated performance around producing food with a low
environmental footprint.

SOE 12: Circular Economy

Move to a less wasteful and circular economy where the
priority is waste prevention, reuse, repair and recycling.



: Climate Change

SOE 4: Climate

Systemic change is required for Ireland to become the
climate-neutral and climate-resilient society and economy
that it aspires to be.




SOE 5: Air Quality

Adoption of measures to meet the World Health
Organization air quality guideline values should be the
target to aim for in the Clean Air Strategy.
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SOE 6: Nature

Safeguard nature and wild places as a national priority and
to leave a legacy for future generations.




Water Quality

SOE 7: Water Quality

Improve the water environment and tackle water pollution
locally at a water catchment level.
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The Marine
Environment

SOE 8: Marine

Reduce the human-induced pressures on the marine
environment.




SOE 12: Circular Economy

Move to a less wasteful and circular economy where the
priority is waste prevention, reuse, repair and recycling.




Environmental
Performance, Policy
and Implementation




ENABLERS FOR IMPROVING INTEGRATION
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We Need Vision and Implementation to Protect
Ireland’s Environment and our Health and Wellbeing

1: Environmental Policy Position 2: Full Implementation SOE 3: Health and Wellbeing
A national policy position for Ireland’s environment. f) Full implementation of existing environmental Protecting the Environment is an Investment in our
legislation and a review of the governance around Health and Wellbeing.
o] ; the coordination on environmental protection

across public bodies.

Step Up to Protect the Environment Around Us as it is Under Increasing Threat
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4: Climate 5: Air Quality 6: Nature 7: Water Quality 8: Marine
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Systemic change is required for Ireland Adoption of measures to meet the World Safeguard nature and wild places as a Improve the water environment and Reduce the human-induced
to become the climate-neutral and Health Organization air quality guideline national priority and to leave a legacy tackle water pollution locally at a pressures on the marine
climate-resilient society and economy values should be the target to aim for in for future generations. water catchment level. environment.

that it aspires to be. the Clean Air Strategy.

System Change - Delivery on Sectoral and Societal Outcomes Needs to be Accelerated
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9: Clean Energy 10: Environmentally- 11: Water Services 12: Circular Economy 13: Land Use
Ireland needs to move rapidly away Sustainab|e Ag I"icu|tu re Drinking water and wastewater Move to a less wasteful and circular economy Promote integrated land-mapping
from the extensive use of fossil fuels infrastructure must meet the needs of where the priority is waste prevention, reuse, approaches to support decision-

An agriculture and food sector that demonstrates
validated performance around producing food
with a low environmental footprint.

to the use of clean energy systems. our society. repair and recycling. making on sustainable land use.




EPA Website Resources

https://www.epa.ie/irelandsenvironment/stateoftheenvironmentreport/

STATE OF ENVIRONMENT REPORT

Ireland’s Environment - An Integrated Assessment 2020 report provides an assessment of the overall quality of Ireland's environment,
the pressures being placed on it and the societal responses to current and emerging environmental issues.

o DOWNLOAD FULL REPORT . VIEW EBOOK fﬁf VIEW KEY MESSAGES
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Actions for a Cleaner Greener Environment

Over the next decade, the challenges facing us are to:

Halt any further deterioration in our natural environment while supporting our economy and accommodating our growing population.
Accelerate action to decarbonise and green our economy and society, so achieving climate neutrality by 2050.

Protect ourselves against the inevitable consequences of climate disruption.

Start restoring the precious habitats and water bodies that we have lost.

Leave space for nature as part of a new approach to biodiversity protection.

Designate more of our marine area as protected areas.

Protect air quality by switching to cleaner fuels and energy for transport and heating homes.

Massively reduce our annual one million tonnes of food waste.

Foster more sustainable agricultural production and land-use systems and management.

Invest in essential water services infrastructure that protects drinking water supplies and eliminates discharges of raw sewage.
Achieve greater efficiency in our production and consumption activities when using raw materials.

Secure the improvements in our natural environment that we have made through regulation and investment.

Integrate measures to protect against radon into our built environment.

Leverage a growing public engagement with environmental issues.

Act on the highlights identified in this report. Covering thematic, sectoral and integrated areas, these highlights are identified at the end of each chapter and they
outline the scale of the challenges to be tackled. These key highlights are also collated in a table at the end of this report.



