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Healthy Waters supporting Vibrant Communities

Raising awareness and engaging the people in the
management of our natural waters — feedback from the
public consultations

Presentation to Environmental Services National Training Group Minella Hotel 24th May 2017
Fran lgoe, Southern Regional Coordinator, Local Authorities Waters and Communities Office




guaters ., Presentation Overview

e Who we are

e Formulating the engagement plan

e River Suir Public engagement Pilot

e Examples of community participation
to date

e Practical examples
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KEY to Community engagement

Support Local Authorities in
coordinating water quality
management (WFD) activities across
the regions.

Encourage public bodies, sectoral
interests, NGO’s and local
communities, to share knowledge and
work together to protect and manage
our natural waters.

Support local communities to develop
water related projects and make
submissions to the dRBMP.




Communication & Engagement

* Previous consultations highlighted need for:

(i) better engagement in water policy at national level

(ii) Facilitation of public and stakeholder engagement at local
level T o

LET'S PUT IT TO THE VOTE.
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR...?
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 Awareness raising

e Public engagement

e Public participation (enabling) Fae =

e Partnership networking

e Targeting priority areas where possible

e But also :- protect existing status




Engaging communities across Ireland

Co. Mayo: R. Moy association formed and launched on Wednesday in Mount

What is your vision for Yy Networking for Nature
. Driverya/ Dot byl 'y group loc Tv ow E nt er on Inishowen Rivers
CASTLEDLAYNEY | coossagune | ey fie | e Bus! otel, FREE
‘ _,.:’,j;fi’fi | X _ LT g ng a bout p < Carrick on Shannon, Co. Leitrim | ADMISSION. ) engaged

Saturday, 11" March, 2017 Wednesday 22"¢ February 2017 | 6pm - 9pm

PROGRAMIME OF EVENTS > An Grianan Hotel, Burt, Co. Donegal
3 >
. 1100 11.153m Tea/Coffee Registration & Welcome e 2 o T A great opportunity to meet groups, individuals and agencies with an interest
:e r —_— K| I d a re - o ’ E or role in the protection, monitoring and promotion of the lakes, rivers and
11.15-12.15pm Focusing anWildlife, Habitatsl - < e - o coastal areas of the Inishowen Municipal District.

and Tidy

& commuUNities swen Short Presentations | Visit stalls | Discussions | Light refresh
s s 8 o oo Presentations by: MEEI'
et R = www. waleee c ot P L= - 3 Bernie O'Flaherty LAWCO Co-ordinator (Border Region)
' SHARE
DUNLEER f : -

NGSLOURT

COMMUNITY CENTRE

e limmy McVeigh Donegal Community Water Officer
— - i March Mark Horton Director All-Ireland of the Rivers Trust CARI
e Register on Eventbrite for free: https://inishowenriverstrust.eventbrite.ie
Come along 1o ane of These free evenrs and meet indbdduals, T _fl d
i e & . g e ‘0 ind out more:
E rhvers, takes and coasaline of Dundali Bay Email: inish iverstr gmail.com or Call: 087 647 8183 or 087 644 6993

AWCO, project will be community led

Lesin aboul onpoing activities and how we migh aeale o plan foo
e futue ol thar: rivess of Dundalk By

Mnare stories. hncwledge snd i i
e irve YOUF Sty 0% & vision Tor rivers of the sres.

1o Register or for mare information contact
gmcarron@laweode Lel: 085 808 5756
facebook.comfwatersandoommunitics
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(CBled) ROADSHOW 2017

Minister Denis Naughten with members of the local comm et P Midliacide (Sanise

the wetlands walk in Loughneneane Turlough, Roscomm( & communi ties * Lattrion County Coumenl .+ INities Office _—
celebrate World Wetlands Day . Also in the picture are Community Water ——JLL 016 - @ - M

Officers Catherine Seale, Mick Kane and Basil Mannion. Kieran Murphy, Community Water Officer based in Cork will speak at this
#WorldWetlandsDay #localCommunities - event as part of an interview panel. Any individual or group with an interest

in the River Lee catchment and salmon stocks in our nvers should go along.
j #HealthyWaters #VibrantCommunities

1

Salmon Come Back! River Lee Catchment Event



Water Catchments
WHERE WE LIVE, WORK & PLAY
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sommunitics  River Suir: Pilot project 2016

Healthy Waters supporting Vibrant Communities

Public engagement k

e R Suir catchment ' ] : \
RIVER SUIR PUBLIC MEETINGSh

e 16 Public meetings & ' b -/_? i

e 4 Counties (4 LA’s) e  ."_ & o T
e |Initially 6 meetings/Tipp (OPW CFRAMs PCDs) “I 4

* Learnings,

-Keep it local v ;
-Everything relevant Al g"’ | Thv.’g\ reenier
-Work hard at generating attendance fj m{_jﬁ Transitions
-link in with established networks ff‘*;r‘ﬁ‘é'rar togn Go'densu{r‘/\:’%ﬁd
- use social media and traditional T LA hK S R e terfocrgasta
communication methods TP A “‘l P"i,, ‘. | BDa" i
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Ardfinnan Family Fund

@WWS’M

w0 Ardﬁnnan Village Green

Sunday 25th September 2016
> _ﬁa?. 00pm

ity and fun for all e family
Learn about the River Suir

See the wildlife up close
}’

- |

S
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SAAAS

River Activities include:
* Flycasting demonstrations
* Mini BioBlitz

* Kick Sampling

* Try a Kayak or Canoe
* River Rescue Displays 4%
* Biodiversity Talks :
* Bat Walk (7.00pm)

Community Fundraising
Activities include:

* Sheep Racing
* Crazy Soccer Match
* Bouncy Castle
* Pony Rides

* Face Painting

* Kid’s Races

For further details: T'el: 0761 06 5261 www.lawco.ie
In association with Ardlinnan Community Council Playground Fundraiser
R —
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Draft River Basin Management Plan

6 months public consultation process

* LA Members and SPCs (LA staff)

* “Town Hall” briefings (LAWCO) or s o s

FOR IRELAND {30 18-2021 )

* National Water Forum  (LAWCO)
* Public Water Forum (LAWCO)

* Other stakeholders (DHPCLG)




lsnbFAve

sommnezs COmmunity Engagement

aters suppx

e Spatial distribution of
Public Engagement
areas to coincide with
Municipal Districts
(n=95) + circa 25 =120.

 End April to end July
2017 —final date end
Aug




Town Hall Briefings

Completed
Planned

Additional meeting to sectoral

interests

e PPN’S

* LEADER companies

e Tidy Towns

e Community events

e Sectoral
meetings/conferences

e Any opportunity we can get!

T
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Healthy Waters supporting Vibrant Communities

* 64 Public Meetings
Held to Date

e 53 Meetings
remaining

Additional meeting to sectoral

interests

e PPN’S

 LEADER companies

 Tidy Towns

e Community events

e Sectoral
meetings/conferences

* Any opportunity we can get!
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Healthy Waters supporting Vibrant Communities

Venue: Clanrad Court Hotel, Athy

Date: 20/04/2017

Athy, Co Kildare

In attendance: Asife McGrath and Sinead Hurson
Number of Attendees: 12

Issue

Issuesiquestions arising

Responsa

Actions/
Comments

Submission Ref

Mavigation'Boating

Access lo river and
overgrown inaccessible
areas of river — Barrow not
navigable in stretches for
canoeists

Athy MD_001

Meed o raise awarenass
of impacting of farming
amongst famers. Adverts
in Farmers Journal. Cattle
access also neads to be
addressed along River
Barrow

Athy MD_002

Community clean-up of
Rivers and Canals — maore
coorindated support from
Las to assist communiities
with their clean-up
activities required.
Telescopic tools and litter
pickers should be readily
available for clean-up of
River Barrow and Grand
Canals

Role for LAWCO
— miore
coordinated
activities of
River clean-
up's?

Athy MD_003

More education and
awarmess raising amongst
Tidy Towns groups and
local communities.
required

Role for LAWCO
= continue to
build relations

Athy MD_004

Concerns abour
abstraction from local
plant in Athy, Waters
levels in the Barrow
detrimentally impacted,
Plant extracting > 10m3
piday. . During 2014 and
2015 Summers, River
Barrow completely dried
up for 50m stratch,

Athy MD_005
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Venue: The Park Hotel Dungarvan

#
~ = S
wleGrS ot/ Date: 17/05/2017 Dungarvan’
& communities In attendance: Fran Igoe, Alan Walsh
Healthy Waters supporting Vibrant Communities goe Co Wa te rfo rd
Number of Attendees: 17
Issue Issues/questions arising Response Actions/iComments
Other Public safety — ringbuoys at
waterwvays need to be
maintained and checked
regularly.
Amenity Balinacourty Pier — rocks Paul Carroll of
washed up under the pier Waterford Co Co said
are a hazard lo anyone he will bring that issue

swimming or jumping off the | forward to Bathing
pier. Bathing areas need to | Waler group.

be maintained safe.
Governance Directives can be restrictive,
Cant remove stones from
pier because of Directive.
Can restrict development
that woul dbe of benefit to
localaity. Mo joined up
thinking.

Other Water extraction — extraction
of water for agriculture in
particular is an issue. The
volumes of waler being
extracted does not allow the
acquifers to replenishing.
There will be shortages in
the future. Larger dairy
herds require more walter
which in turn leads to deeper
wells. Wells going dry during
summer months — result

deeper wells.

Water Pollution Surface water run off from
farms s polluting water
SOUFCOS,

Other Education — an ssue for F. Igoe — all bodies
teagasc whereby farmers meet at national level
are advised 1o reomve and this is the type of
ditches. Could have issue that needs to eb
negative impact an rivers discussed to ensure the
nnd draime hla adimndiae raht Adssicione and e
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waters”. Date: 25/04/2017
& communities In attendance: - Kieran Murphy (notes taken by IRD Duhallow staff)

Healthy Waters supporting Vibrant Communities

Number of Attendees: 15

Venue: James O'Keeffe Institute, Newmarket, Co. Cork

Newmarket,
Co Cork

Issue Issues/questions arising

Response

Actions/Comments

Littering/Dumping What are the trends seen
regarding litter in the

This is the first public
meeting for Cork 50 no

there for communities
regarding invasive species

submissions so far? trends can be found yet.
Other What support is there for CWO's are on hand to
community engagement and | provide support and
activities? advice. We can do
awareness workshops
and walks
Public Mo access to river for wildlife | This can be a
Access\Walking enthusiasts/ photographers submission.
Other Cattle exclusion: How will Agri-environmental
cattie be kept from the river? | schemes will be
continued and will
provide incentives for
fencing off rivers
Invasive Species What supports/advice is There will be a national

approach to dealing
with invasive species
which will have input
from all sectors
including the public.

Invasive Species What role does LAWCO
anticipate communities have
in managing invasive

We can help community
groups with training in
Inv.Sp. management.

getting off seofl-free!

species Also, there are already
initiatives around that
can provide advice on
this (e.q. IRD Duhallow,
CNN).
This can be a
submission
Water Quality Can tidy towns groups get Catchments. ie
access to the status of our CWOs can access
rivers? information for group
regarding water quality.
Governance Farmers are being Mo business should get
prosecuted for unlicensed away with polluting the
reed bed which are cleaning | waters.
the water from farm run-off, | Thiscanbe a
while big industries are submission

Fhamss mm ienes
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Venue: Glasshouse Hotel, Sligo

In attendance: Karen Kennedy and Jimmy McVeigh &commun|t|@5
Number of Attendees: 22 Sligo TO nlls:i".;.-"‘-\.‘i:l\:w suppea g Wilecir Ca munilize
Issue Issuesiquestions arising Response Actions/Comments
Waler Quality Why is Fish Farming not Not covered under plan. | Make a submission

covered in the RBMP? Make a submission

Given ir's impact on Mative outlining your concems.

fish. More submissions

Mot on East coasl so doesn'l | recelved on the Bsue

matter to State. the more lkely it will be

Governance not listening to | considered an Issue.

sCience,
Water Quality What do you mean by Plan is about restoring | Make a submission on

CLEAN Water? This s about | rivers lakes elc to their | chemical content to the
naturalk waters, high levels ‘natural state” in terms plan.
of arsenic in natural waters. | of ecology, chemistry I will”
Wells in west Cavan v and hydromorphology.
polluted with high Ph AND
High Iran. n
Chioose an tem Slgu CoCo: The Pll'l
makes reference to
generally clean water,
which has many varying
definiticns.
There are limits
prescribed to what
chamicals can be
present in water and at
what levels. This woulkd

be under ihe National
Dirinking Water
Legisliation
Water Pollution Same person as above: Please make a submission,
Reference made o here tonight or by
phosphate pumping, emailietter to the
eutophication. Would like department outlining your
Waters and Communities concems and queres.
Of ce take message fo Irish
Water on limiting
Phosphates into Natural
Water.
Public Water Forum
members hand picked.
Wasie I have made at least 3 Report your concems o | Make a submission

Water'Sewerage submissions to Sligo County | the EPA.
Councll on UAWWTP in Morth
Sligo.

On pollution of a local rver
with Raw Sewage, video
evidence collected.
Tharaughly investigated by

—
I ——
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RECURRING THEMES AT MEETINGS
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Healhy Witers wpporling Yibrant Communitie

Highest Ranking Issues - Analysis of 10 Meetings

B Amenity B Biodiversity B Erosion B Fishing B Flooding B Governance B Heritage
B |nvasive Spocies M Littering B MNavigation B Public Access W Recreation B Silt\Gravel B Trees\Tunnelling

B Waste Water B Water Pollution B Water Quality B Agriculture B Education B Abstraction

Public Access Education Littering

Amenity

Invasive Specie

Recreation

Water Quality

Abstraction

Water
Pollution

General
Biodiversity Funding ishin Heritage interest




River Suir - European importance

Crayfish
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Freshwater Pearl Mussel


http://duhallowlife.com/node/41
http://duhallowlife.com/node/42
http://duhallowlife.com/node/46
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Healthy Waters supporting Vibrant Communities

Most commonly cited issues raised at River Suir Public Meetings 2016 (n=16)

Lack of joined up thinking

Governance of Rivers - too many Agencies
Tunnelling and trees in river

Silt, gravel and vegetation

River Access

Sewage
Education & awarenessraising
No swimming/lifeguards
Flooding
Decrease in fish stock and biodiversity
Navigation
Pollution & flytipping
Water Quality Issues
Erosion of river banks
Lack of surveillance and prosecution
Losing link with river

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

No of meetings issue raised

B —
I ——
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Healthy Waters supporting Vibrant Communities

Risks from users

e |reland is possibly the most important of the
EU countries for native White Clawed Crayfish

* No known records of non native Crayfish
e SAC’s for Crayfish including the River Suir

e QOutbreak of Crayfish Plague (51" May 2017)

B —
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al'c;}fu;?ues The River Suir Catchment

Healthy Waters supporting Vibrant Communitie
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ATTENTION &

all Anglers, Kayakers, Boat

Sers




Comhairle Contae Thiobraid Arann

Tipperary County Council

Water users urged to take
precautions to limit an
outbreak of Crayfish
Plague on River Suir
downstream of Clonmel to
Carrick-on-Suir

ALERT:
CRAYFISH PLAGUE
AL BT

F |
|

| | APPLY FORIT

o

NvY 0

AllNews || Water Alerts

Local Agenda 21 Environmental Partnership Fund 2017

Environmental Awareness:
Do you have a project or initiative that could help to increase awareness of environmental issues... Read More

19/05/2017 - 10:30
General News

Water users urged to take precautions to limit an outbreak. ..

Thursday, 18th May 2017: All water users are being urged to take precautions after confirmation of an outbreak
of Crayfish Plague... Read More

18/05/2017 - 12:03
Featured ltem

4th Annual Emergency Services Display Day- Sunday, 28th May...
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e \Weakness in Ireland’s readiness to deal with
Invasive species

 Border controls
 Operational response and resource
e Coherent strategy

e RBMP - potential vehicle to drive this — from
bottom up to Policy level (WPAC)

B —
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watérs: Community activity
communities
Practical example

Healthy Waters supporting Vibrant Communities

River restoration/community amenity

M, . 7

ft Corparafion,  Available Exclusively




Watérs The bigger picture?

& communities

Healthy Waters supporting Vibrant Communities

- () River Water Quality Status: 2010- MA;?;RE_um”
2015 ®OO -
River waterbody status during the 2010-
2015 assessment cycle.

Find Water Feature Q

® catchments OO
o _—y—A-catchmantis.anareawharesatar s
) N

Map legend

River Water Quality Status: 2010-
2015
/ High
/ Good
Idoderate
/ Poor
/ Bad

“""Location of proposed walk
P = ®

DRUMCOMOGE 010

1. Reconnect community with river
Tie in with Town and Village Renewal scheme

3. Help underpin efforts to address industrial and urban
pollution issues

4. Help support upstream buyin to planned Agri-investigations

B —
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Healthy Waters supporting Vibrant Communities

Tipperary County Council
Draft

Pt O Dwaver & Jim Croke



https://www.google.ie/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiG-_rX8qnNAhVKL8AKHcgoAPMQjRwIBw&url=https://twitter.com/ercipproject&psig=AFQjCNHhZFzGWNQWH93muauZCr0KPwUNwQ&ust=1466075396095387

PUinc meeting in Tipperary Town
3 Radio interviews — one specific to project
Presentation to School Board of Management

Update — Board in principal in agreement of
proposal — referring now to board of trustees.



https://www.google.ie/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiG-_rX8qnNAhVKL8AKHcgoAPMQjRwIBw&url=https://twitter.com/ercipproject&psig=AFQjCNHhZFzGWNQWH93muauZCr0KPwUNwQ&ust=1466075396095387
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Healthy Waters supporting Vibrant Communities

 Publicinterested: Water based activities
— Heritage , Economy/tourism,
— Peoples concerns are local

e River Basin Management Plan
— People feel there is a “lack of joined up thinking” in water management in Ireland

— Making the WFD relevant, Public participation key
— Careful thought into how public can be engaged

Have your say

— We all live in catchments

— Make a submission

— Day jobs - Manage the risk and be ready for it!

B —
I ——
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Healthy Waters supporting Vibrant Communities

IF you are going to be thinking
anything, you might as well think big!

 Think it through

e Consult with all stakeholders
* |nvolve the “experts”

e Make the hard decisions

e Plan and no clever stuff!

e Communicate
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* Peoples concerns are “local”, not national, not
regional, we have to assist in delivering the
“local” action and also translating these into
programmes, priorities and policy where
required.




LAWCO

Local Authority Waters and Communities Office

To promote knowledge sharing and coordination in implementing
RBMPs and POMs by local authorities, public authorities, sectoral
interests and community groups

To coordinate/undertake statutorily required public consultation in
development of the RBMPs and POMs on behalf of the Minister
and a public awareness campaign in water resources management

To seek consistency of RBMP implementation across agencies
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