
Raising awareness and engaging the people in the 
management of our natural waters – feedback from the 

public consultations 
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Presentation Overview 

• Who we are 
• Formulating the engagement plan  
• River Suir Public engagement Pilot 
• Examples of community participation 

to date 
• Practical examples 

 



Communication and Public Engagement = 
The Waters and Communities Office 

KEY to Community engagement 

Support Local Authorities in 
coordinating water quality  
management (WFD) activities across 
the regions.  

Encourage public bodies, sectoral 
interests, NGO’s and local 
communities, to share knowledge and 
work together to protect and manage 
our natural waters.  
 
Support local communities to develop 
water related projects and make 
submissions to the dRBMP. 
  

 



 



Approach 

• Awareness raising 
• Public engagement 
• Public participation (enabling) 
• Partnership networking 
• Targeting priority areas where possible 
• But also :- protect existing status 

 



Engaging communities across Ireland 
  

Co. Mayo: R. Moy association formed and launched on Wednesday in Mount Flacon Hotel in Ballina – going to 
develop “plan” for R. Moy 
Bangor Erris – community group looking at project on Owenmore River 
Community group inquiring about project on Lough Cara – GMIT also engaged 
 
Co. Kildare R. Ryewater – Kildare meth border, community group (with assistance from Kildare LA) doing sampling 
on river and looking at how they can improve river. 
 
Co. Dublin: R. Mayne – North Dublin, community activist trying to establish group with a view to establishing a 
walk along river from airport to coast.  
Santry / Naniken Rivers –Dublin City Co proposing project – with assistance of LAWCO, project will be community led 
 
Co. Donegal: Cloughaneely Angling Association, North Donegal: sought funding for control of Invasive species 
along River Corridors 
Inishown Rivers Trust – education and outreach 
 
Co. Monaghan: River Blackwater Catchment Trust: control of Invasive species along River Blackwater River 
riparian vegetation management (fencing and address negative impacts of Tunnelling), River Restoration (habitat 
restoration and bank stabilisation) on the Mountain Water River.  
Emy & District Anglers interested in automated flow monitoring and potentially flow control at the heavily modified 
Emy Lough & a weir rehabilitation, re-establish ecological sustainable flows in the river.  
 
Co. Leitrim - Erne Rivers Trusts - a scientific review of the River Erne and how the Salmon numbers could be restored 
 
Coast: Coastwatch – public meetings animation/training for draft RBD – adopt a coastal stream 
 and managed sustainably into the future.   
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Walk before tarmac Walk before tarmac 



 



 



Golden to Cashel 

 



River Suir: Pilot project 2016 

Public engagement 
• R Suir catchment 
• 16 Public meetings  
• 4 Counties (4 LA’s) 
• Initially 6 meetings/Tipp (OPW CFRAMs PCDs) 

• Learnings,  
 -Keep it local 
 -Everything relevant 
 -Work hard at generating attendance 
 -link in with established networks 
 - use social media and traditional 
communication methods 
 

 







 



 



 

Community Engagement 

• Spatial distribution of 
Public Engagement 
areas to coincide with 
Municipal Districts 
(n=95) + circa 25 =120. 
 

• End April to end July 
2017 –final date end 
Aug 



 

Additional meeting to sectoral 
interests 
• PPN’S 
• LEADER companies 
• Tidy Towns 
• Community events  
• Sectoral 

meetings/conferences 
• Any opportunity we can get! 
 
 
 



• 64 Public Meetings 
Held to Date 

• 53 Meetings 
remaining 
 

Additional meeting to sectoral 
interests 
• PPN’S 
• LEADER companies 
• Tidy Towns 
• Community events  
• Sectoral 

meetings/conferences 
• Any opportunity we can get! 
 
 
 



 



Athy, Co Kildare 



Dungarvan,  
Co Waterford 



Newmarket,  
Co Cork 



Sligo Town 



 



 



River Suir - European importance 

Crayfish 
Salmon 

Freshwater Pearl Mussel 
Otter 

http://duhallowlife.com/node/41
http://duhallowlife.com/node/42
http://duhallowlife.com/node/46
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Losing link with river  

Lack of surveillance and prosecution 

Erosion of river banks 

Water Quality Issues  

Pollution & flytipping  

Navigation 

Decrease in fish stock and biodiversity  

Flooding 

No swimming/lifeguards 

Education & awareness raising    

Invasive Species 

Sewage 

River Access 

Silt, gravel and vegetation  

Tunnelling and trees in river 

Governance of Rivers - too many Agencies  

Lack of joined up thinking   

Most commonly cited issues raised at River Suir Public Meetings 2016 (n=16) 

No of meetings issue raised 



Risks from users 

• Ireland is possibly the most important of the 
EU countries for native White Clawed Crayfish 

• No known records of non native Crayfish 
• SAC’s for Crayfish including the River Suir  

 
• Outbreak of Crayfish Plague (5th May 2017) 

 



 



 



 



Carrick-on-Suir 

The River Suir Catchment 

R.Nire 

R.Ara 

Co. Kilkenny 
Co. Waterford 

You are here 



 



 





Biosecurity 

• Weakness in Ireland’s readiness to deal with 
invasive species 

• Border controls 
• Operational response and resource 
• Coherent strategy 
• RBMP -  potential vehicle to drive this – from 

bottom up to Policy level (WPAC) 



 River restoration/community amenity 
 

Community activity 
Practical example 

The Well of Ara Project 



The bigger picture? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Reconnect community with river 
2. Tie in with Town and Village Renewal scheme 
3. Help underpin efforts to address industrial and urban 

pollution issues 
4. Help support upstream buyin to planned Agri-investigations  

Location of proposed walk 

Coop 

Predominantly farmland 



 

https://www.google.ie/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiG-_rX8qnNAhVKL8AKHcgoAPMQjRwIBw&url=https://twitter.com/ercipproject&psig=AFQjCNHhZFzGWNQWH93muauZCr0KPwUNwQ&ust=1466075396095387


• Public meeting in Tipperary Town 
• 3 Radio interviews – one specific to project 
• Presentation to School Board of Management 
• Update – Board in principal in agreement of 

proposal – referring now to board of trustees. 

https://www.google.ie/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiG-_rX8qnNAhVKL8AKHcgoAPMQjRwIBw&url=https://twitter.com/ercipproject&psig=AFQjCNHhZFzGWNQWH93muauZCr0KPwUNwQ&ust=1466075396095387


Conclusion  

• Public interested: Water based activities 
– Heritage , Economy/tourism,  
– Peoples concerns are local 

 
• River Basin Management Plan 

– People feel there is a “lack of joined up thinking” in water management in Ireland 
– Making the WFD relevant, Public participation key 
– Careful thought into how public can be engaged 
 
Have your say 
– We all live in catchments 
– Make a submission  
– Day jobs - Manage the risk and be ready for it! 

 

 
 



IF you are going to be thinking 
anything, you might as well think big! 

• Think it through 
• Consult with all stakeholders 
• Involve the “experts” 
• Make the hard decisions 
• Plan and no clever stuff! 
• Communicate 



THANK 
YOU 



THANK 
YOU 



• Peoples concerns are “local”, not national, not 
regional, we have to assist in delivering the 
“local” action and also translating these into 
programmes, priorities and policy where 
required. 
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