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Sea Level Rise

Sea levels will continue to rise for all 

coastal areas by up to 0.8m by 2100.

Higher Temperatures

Maximum, minimum and average 

temperatures are projected to rise 

0.9-1.7oC

Hotter days

The number of warm days is expected to 

increase and heatwaves are expected to 

occur more frequently.

1. Climate Change in Ireland

Frost 

Decrease in the frequency of frost 

days 

Rainfall events 

The intensity of heavy events is 

likely to increase 

Drought 

Likely increase in drought conditions 

from low rainfall and increase in 

likelihood of heatwaves

Wind 

Expected increase in extreme 

wind speeds in winter

Sea level extremes 

Higher Sea Levels will 

increase the risk of coastal hazards 

from storm surge and inundation 

Ocean Temperature

Sea surface temperatures are expected 

to increase – 1.9oC by 2100



2. Impact on Local Authorities 

Waterways, Sallins – 27th Nov 2009



2. Impact on Local Authorities

� Storm Emma



2. Impact on Local Authorities

Storm Ophelia 

� Disruption to transport 
networks

� Fallen trees

� Water supply & waste 

water treatment 

(IW – SLA)

� Loss of power supply

� Clean up costs



2. Impact on Local Authorities

Summer 2018

� Drought 

� Reduced flow in rivers

� Damage to roads



2. Impact on Local Authorities

� Damage to critical infrastructure

� Roads & bridges

� Surface water drainage

� Local Authority buildings and housing stock

� Flooding and water quality

� Disruption to local communities

� Changes to local bio-diversity

� Service disruption

� Additional costs



3. Role of Climate Action Regional Offices

� Climate Action and Low Carbon 
Development Act 2015



3. Role of Climate Action Regional Offices

Adaptation   +   Mitigation



3. Role of Climate Action Regional Offices

� National Adaptation Framework January 2018 

� 12 Actions identified, including:

� Adopt local adaptation strategies – 30th September 2019� Adopt local adaptation strategies – 30th September 2019

� Regional governance approach

� Establish regional climate action offices to coordinate LA 
response to climate change



3. Role of Climate Action Regional Offices

CCMA & LGMA business case:

� Coordinate
� Reporting and GovernanceReporting and Governance
� Facilitate/Foster
� Identify & address weaknesses
� Create effective linkages
� Develop Centres of Excellence
� Regional Specialisms



3. Role of Climate Action Regional Offices

� 4 geographical/topographical regions

� Based on climate risk



3. Role of Climate Action Regional Offices

Atlantic 
Seaboard 
North

Mayo County 

Atlantic 
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Dublin City Council
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Council
Mayo County 
Council

Atlantic Atlantic 
Seaboard Seaboard 
SouthSouth

Cork County Cork County 
CouncilCouncil

Eastern & Midlands

Kildare County Council
Kilkenny County Council*

Eastern & Midlands

Kildare County Council
Kilkenny County Council*



3. Role of Climate Action Regional Offices

� Jan 2018, €10 million in 
funding over 5 years 
announced for Regional 
offices

� SLAs with DCCAE

� Governance structure in 
place

� SLAs with Local Authorities

� Regional liaison with 
Central Government & 
other sectors

� Develop ‘Centres of 
Excellence’



3. Role of Climate Action Regional Offices

1 Establish Regional Offices

2 Local Authority Adaptation Strategies

2019 Work Programme

2 Local Authority Adaptation Strategies

3 Projects, Research and Regional Specialisms

4 Training and Education

5 Communication

6 Mitigation



3. Role of Climate Action Regional Offices

� Offices established

� Staff Structure

Establish Regional Offices

� Staff Structure

� Regional Coordinator

� Regional Executive (2 EM CARO – partner LA)

� Regional Assistant

� Senior Staff Officer

� Governance Structures in place

� DCCAE Work Programme agreed



3. Role of Climate Action Regional Offices

� Workshops

� Mentoring

Local Authority Adaptation Strategies

� Mentoring

� Templates / Presentations

� Regional SEA/AA Screening

� Aligning sectoral actions 



3. Role of Climate Action Regional Offices

� Regional Specialisms

3rd Level Institutions

Develop Projects, Research and Regional 
Specialisms

� 3rd Level Institutions

� Research Post Doc – MU/OPW

� Funding Streams

� EPA research call

� Climate Action Fund

� EU Funding – Regional Assemblies



3. Role of Climate Action Regional Offices

Training and Education

� Training Strategy

� Mapping gaps and training needs

� Local Authority Staff� Local Authority Staff

� Elected Members

� Local Communities

� Training Partners

� ESTG

� IPA

� 3rd Level Sector

� OPW – technical training



3. Role of Climate Action Regional Offices

� National Dialogue on Climate Action

� Collaborating with EPA 

� Engagement

Communication

� Engagement

� Awareness

� Form networks

� Input into policy

� Pilot Events

� Athlone - 23rd June 2018

� Tralee – 10th November 2018

� NDCA at county level - Kildare - 2019



3. Role of Climate Action Regional Offices

� All of Government Climate 
Action Plan

Mitigation

Action Plan

� Challenging targets for each 
sector

� Develop LAs as leaders

� EU Covenant of Mayors



4. Emerging Climate Adaptation Strategies



Thematic 

4. Emerging Climate Adaptation Strategies

Risks to 

Assessing the baseline 

Vision 

Thematic 

Areas 

Climatic 
Hazards 

Impacts/ 
Consequences 

Risks to 
Local 

Authority 

High Level 
Goals 

Objectives 

Actions 

Vulnerabilities and Risks    



Adopt Local Adaptation 
Strategies by 

30th September 2019

Next Steps:

Implementation 

Progress Reporting



5. Future Challenges and Opportunities

�Buy in at a local level

�Business opportunities & innovation

�Cross sectoral collaboration

Funding and resourcing� Funding and resourcing

� Implementation of Actions

�Mitigation – emission reduction



https://twitter.com/i/status/1033342041474969601



THANK YOU


