
1 

Environmental Services Training Group  
LOCAL AUTHORITY ENVIRONMENT CONFERENCE 

2017 

 

Protecting the Environment for Future 
Generations 

 

Minella Hotel, Clonmel Wednesday 24th. May 2017. 



Protecting the Environment for Future 
Generations 

 
The Role of Local Authorities in  

Climate Action 
 
 
 
 
 

John O’Neill 
DCCAE 



Global Temp – 1850-2015/16 
 

  

Source EEA 



2 Degree Challenge (1.5?) 
 

 



EEA Report 2016 
• Observed changes in 

extreme weather 
events (heavy 
precipitation) 

• Observed impacts to 
climate change – 
disease 
outbreaks/invasive 
species etc. 

• Future increases of 
climatic hazards – heat 
waves, droughts etc. 
 

 



Global Sea Level Rise 
 

 
 



Ecosystems – Birds/Butterflies 
 

• Trending Northwards 
• Cold Adapted losing out to 

warm adapted! 
• 9490 Bird Communities  - 

37km on average 
• 2130 butterfly 

communities – 114km on 
average   



Crop yield/Forest Fires 

2080 2050 



Flooding 

Very Severe Floods 1980-2010 Deaths from Flooding 1991-2015 



Spread of infectious diseases! 
 

 
 



Impacts of extreme events – 1980-2015 (EEA) 
 

 
 Fatalities 

114 807 



International Response    
 

 
• UN 

• Paris Agreement 2 degrees (1.5) 

• EU  
• Targets - 40% Reduction by 2030 compared to 1990 (non ETS) 
– ETS 
• Internal burden sharing of effort required to ensure targets are split 

equitably and efficiently – on-going!  
• New Effort Sharing Decision – 2017? 

 



 
 



National Response… 
 

 
• Publication of Policy 2014 

• The low-carbon roadmapping process will be guided by a 
long-term vision of low-carbon transition based on – 

• an aggregate reduction in carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions of at 
least 80% (compared to 1990 levels) by 2050 across the 
electricity generation, built environment and transport sectors; 
and 

• in parallel, an approach to carbon neutrality in the agriculture 
and land-use sector, including forestry, which does not 
compromise capacity for sustainable food production. 

• Climate Action and Low Carbon Development Act 
2015 

• Climate Change Advisory Council 
 



Climate Act… 
• Preparation of National Mitigation Plan – 5 year 

• Public Consultation – April 26th 
• 124 submissions 
• Final Plan – June 10th  

• Preparation of National Adaptation Framework 
• 2012 Framework  
• Public Consultation  
• Final Plan - Dec 10th  
• Role of Sectors 

 
 



Local Authority Response… 
 

 
• Low carbon transition 

• Role of Energy Agencies  
• Climate resilience 
• Awareness – Dialogue at local/regional level   
• Leadership  
• Regional Approach?  

 



Workshops/Guidelines/Resources 
 

 



Research 
• Climate Ireland 
• Irelands Climate Futures 
• Adaptive responses to Climate Impacts – 

ARC 
• Critical Infrastructure Vulnerability to 

Climate Change 
• Irelands climate change risk assessment 
• UrbAdapt – Climate Change impacts within 

the Urban Environment 
 



A Dialogue on Climate Action? 
 

 





National Dialogue on Climate Action 
 

 
• Programme for Government 
• 2 years initially  
• Advisory Group   

• Independent Chair  
• Regional Gatherings 
• Green Schools 

• Climate Ambassadors 
• Role of Media 
• The National Planning Framework?  

 



Covenant of Mayors 
 

 
 Dublin Regions 

Kilkenny 
Carlow 
Tipperary  
Limerick 



 





Thank you….. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Questions? 
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