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NPWS mandate is 
to protect, 
preserve and 
present our 
natural heritage

www.npws.ie

natureconservation@housing.gov.ie



National Parks 

• Burren

• Connemara

• Glenveagh

• Killarney

• Wicklow mountains

• Wild Nephin Ballycroy

>87,000 hectares (national parks, nature 

reserves, peatlands etc.) directly owned and 

managed by the Minister, including >485 

km of trails



NPWS role 

• Implement national and EU legislation and polices on nature conservation

• Implement international conventions and agreements 

• Monitor and ensure compliance

• Designate areas to conserve habitats and species

• Provide compensation to landowners for restrictions following designation

• Administer licensing system to regulate certain activities that impact on nature

• Conduct conservation-related research and surveys 

• Manage State-owned National Parks and Nature Reserves

• Promote awareness



Report to the European Commission under the 
Birds and Habitats Directives

• Status of Habitats and Species - Article 17 Reports (HD)

• Status and trends bird species – Article 12 Reports (BD)

• Prioritised Action Framework – Article 8 report (HD)

• Sets out Ireland’s priorities for habitat and species protection 

and restoration in Natura 2000 areas during 2021-2027

• Estimate cost: €163 million / year (€1.138 billion / 7 years)

https://www.npws.ie/publications



NPWS is not an agency or independent 
body 

2020: Housing, Local Government and Heritage

2017: Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht

2016: Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs

2011: Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht

2002: Environment, Heritage and Local Government

1997: Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands
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Review of NPWS currently underway

• Review the remit, status and funding of NPWS

• Commitment under Programme for Government 2020 

• Chair - Prof. Jane Stout 

• Stakeholder consultation facilitator - Dr Micheál Ó Cinneide

• Report to the Minister imminent



Legislation, agreements and policy 
include:

• Birds and Habitats Directives

• EC (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 

2011-2021

• Wildlife Acts 1976-2021

• Wildlife (Amendment) Act 2000

• Flora (Protection) Order, 2015

• EU Regulation on Invasive Alien Species

• Convention on International Trade in Endangered 

Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES)

• United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity

• International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) –

management of parks and nature reserves

National Biodiversity Action Plan 2017-2021: 119 actions 

which government, civil and private sectors will undertake to 

achieve Ireland’s ‘Vision for Biodiversity’. Update commenced

EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030: actions and commitments 

to put Europe’s biodiversity on path to recovery.



EC (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 
2011-2021 ‘the 2011 Regs’

• Transpose Birds and Habitats Directives

• S.I. No. 477 of 2011
• S.I. No. 290 of 2013
• S.I. No. 499 of 2013
• S.I. No. 355 of 2015
• Planning and Development, 

Heritage and Broadcasting 
(Amendment) Act 2021

• S.I. No. 293 of 2021

• Minister’s responsibilities
• Public authorities’ duties

Reg. 42(13) Public 

authorities shall (not 

may) invite the opinion 

of the public for the 

purpose of conducting an 

Appropriate assessment



Minister’s duties under the 2011 
Regulations include:

• Designate European sites (ES) – Part 3

• Set [and consent to] activities requiring consent on ES – reg. 28, 29 & 30

• Restoration of ES following damage – reg. 36

• Injunctions to prevent damage – reg. 38

• Make submissions to public authorities on their ‘own projects and plan’ 

appropriate assessments – reg. 42(9) and (10)

• IROPI - role in considering the proposal made by a public authority and, if 

necessary, in seeking the opinion of the Commission – reg. 43

• Advice and guidance on appropriate assessment – reg. 48

• Derogation licences relating to strict protection of species – reg. 51-55

• Requests to public authorities to ensure compliance – reg 27(9) or 42(19)



Public authority responsibilities under 
the 2011 Regulations
• Dual responsibility

• Competent authority for authorisation 

• Proponent for own plans and projects 

• Reg. 2 – “consent” includes the process of adoption by a public authority of their own plans 

and projects

• Reg. 27 - outlines public authority duties – exercise functions in compliance with the Birds 

and Habitats Directives

• Reg. 42 – screen plans and projects for AA (and if necessary AA) before consent

• Reg. 42(9) and (10) – for public authority ‘own plans or projects’ which require AA, submit 

NIS (and any other evidence) to Minister and have regard to Minister’s submissions

• Reg. 51-55 – apply for derogation licence before undertaking prohibited activity

• The Minister is also a ‘public authority’ 



npws.ie/legislation



Guidance – Screening/Appropriate 
Assessment
• EC: “Methodological guidance on the provisions 

of Article 6 (3) and (4) of the Habitats Directive 
92/43/EEC” – updated guidance to be published 
soon

• NPWS: “Appropriate Assessment of Plans and 
Projects in Ireland - Guidance for Planning 
Authorities (2009. rev 2010)” – also under 
revision

• OPR: Practice Note on “Appropriate 
Assessment Screening for Development 
Management”

Appropriate Assessment 
Forum established 2019 to assist 
public authorities by sharing info, 
experience and good practice



Guidance

Strict Protection under Habitats 

Directive

• EC: "Guidance document on the 

strict protection of animal species of 

Community interest under the 

'Habitats' Directive 

92/43/EEC" (final version Feb 2007)

• NPWS: “Circular Letter NPWS 2/07”

• New NPWS guidance to be 

published soon



Minister designates protected sites

75 raised bogs
73 blanket bogs

Wildlife (Amendment) Act 2000 (No. 38 of 2000)

154 SPAs 439 SACs
EC (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 (S.I. 477 of 2011)

Process applications for Minister’s consent to 

carry out restricted activities/works on 

designated sites and deal with compensation

~14% of the State is 

designated SAC, SPA, NHA



Example: www.npws.ie/protected-sites/spa/004019



NPWS working to complete:

• Formal designation by S.I. of 122 

SACs (SPAs all have an S.I.)

• Site-specific conservation objectives 

(tool for AA)

• Comprehensive and coherent set of 

measures for the maintenance or 

restoration of all SACs 



Minister issues licences and permits

2019

• Nearly 9,000 licences issued by 

Wildlife Licencing Unit, e.g. hare 

coursing, photography, deer hunting, 

derogations, falconry

• 69 zoo inspections carried out as the 

national zoo licencing authority

• 1,099 CITES* permits and certificates 

issued

*Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora 



Habitats Directive – System of Strict 
protection.  Article 12 Prohibitions
• Animal species listed in Annex IV entitled to 

protection. e.g. bat, otter 

• Protected anywhere not just on European 

sites designated for their protection 

• Offence to deliberately capture, kill, disturb, 

destroy/take eggs, or to damage or destroy 

breeding or resting place 

• Transposed by Regulation 51 of 2011 

Regulations Bats at Newgrove House SAC

Credit: Sinead Biggane, Conservation Ranger



Article 16 - derogations may be issued 
under strict criteria

• First, it must be for a reason listed in Article 16(1)(a) to (e)
• e.g. “in the interests of … imperative reasons of overriding public interest, including those of a 

social or economic nature”

• No satisfactory alternative
• Not detrimental to the maintenance of the populations at favourable conservation 

status
• Licence required before undertaking activity
• Apply to Wildlife Licencing Unit: wildlifelicence@housing.gov.ie
• New application form in development and new guidance to be published
• Challenges to Ireland’s implementation of system of strict protection currently 

before courts
• Similar general system for protection of birds: Article 5 to 9 Birds Directive 

mailto:wildlifelicence@housing.gov.ie


Minister listed as statutory consultee
in other legislation

• Minister referred to as ‘prescribed authority’, ‘specified body’, 
‘environmental authority’ or ‘consultation body’

• NPWS provides Minister’s nature conservation observations on 
plans and projects subject to consent under other statutory provisions, 
e.g.

• Planning and Development Act and Regulations
• Forestry Act
• Regulation 42(9) public authority ‘own plans and projects’ which 

require AA
• Coordinated by NPWS Development Applications Unit: 

manager.dau@housing.gov.ie
• www.npws.ie/development-consultations



NPWS prosecutes wildlife crime

8

26

25

2018

2019

2020

MoU with An Garda Síochána 

to tackle wildlife crime 

2021 NPWS Wildlife Crime 

Unit being established



NPWS conducts conservation-related 
research & surveys

• Compile monitoring data

• Create and maintain a comprehensive inventory of 

species and habitats in Ireland

• Assist in providing specialist advice on policy, 

designations and the protection and management 

of wildlife habitats and species

• www.npws.ie/research-projects

• www.npws.ie/maps-and-data

• Access NPWS datasets which are sensitive or 

unpublished by submitting a ‘Data Request Form’: 

www.npws.ie/maps-and-data/open-data-policy



NPWS distributes grants for biodiversity



NPWS promotes conservation of 
wildlife and biological diversity

• Promote awareness, knowledge and 

appreciation 

• Foster responsibility

• Provide information and advice

NPWS 

Education 

Centres



Thank you

CONTACT US

• General: natureconservation@housing.gov.ie
• Wildlife Licencing: wildlifelicence@housing.gov.ie
• Development applications: manager.dau@housing.gov.ie
• Site designation: sitedesignations@housing.gov.ie
• Specific science and biodiversity queries: 

biodiversitypolicy@housing.gov.ie
• CITES: cites@housing.gov.ie
• Zoo licencing and inspections: zoos@housing.gov.ie
• EU LIFE projects: LIFE@housing.gov.ie
• Regional office contacts, see: www.npws.ie/contact-us
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