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Covering:

• Introduction & background

• Development of the Instruction Note

• Air Pollution Information System

• Overview of the Instruction Note



IN2

• IN 2 - Industrial (IE, IPC & Waste)

• Published 9th October 2024 

• Energy/power sector, AD

• Air Pollution Licences?

https://www.epa.ie/publications/licensing--permitting/industrial/ied/Assessing-the-Impact-of-Ammonia-Emissionsto-Air-
and-Nitrogen-Depositionfrom-EPA-licensable-activities-on-European-Sites.pdf

https://www.epa.ie/publications/licensing--permitting/industrial/ied/Assessing-the-Impact-of-Ammonia-Emissionsto-Air-and-Nitrogen-Depositionfrom-EPA-licensable-activities-on-European-Sites.pdf


Introduction

• IN2 relates to Appropriate Assessment screening and Appropriate 
Assessment.

• Designed to assist in determining the course of action to be taken 
when evaluating the impacts on European Sites of ammonia 
emissions to air and nitrogen deposition from main air emission 
points.

• The approach set out in IN2 may mean that in some instances it may 
prevent the EPA from licensing certain activities (where it is not 
demonstrated that there will be no adverse effect on the integrity of a 
European Site).



IN1

• IN 1 - Intensive Agriculture (3rd

revision to be published shortly

• 1st revision published in May 2021 

• Engagement with LAs on this (as well 
as Depts, ABP and others

• Cumulative impacts of ammonia 
emissions especially in 
Cavan/Monaghan area



Background

Ammonia emissions to air and nitrogen deposition above 
critical levels/ limits have an adverse impact on 
biodiversity through eutrophication, acidification or direct 
toxic effect. 

Already above levels that can result in harm to 
biodiversity at many European Sites across Ireland 
according to NPWS (2022).



Source: NPWS 2022





• A goal of the European Commission’s 
Zero Pollution Action Plan is to reduce 
the size of the area of ecosystems at 
risk from nitrogen deposition by 25% by 
2030. 

• The NEC Directive requires every 
Member State to monitor the impacts of 
air pollution on sensitive ecosystems 
within its territory. 

• Ireland’s response to this requirement 
has been to develop the National 
Ecosystems Monitoring Network 
(NEMN), which focuses on atmospheric 
NH3 and other nitrogen-containing 
pollutants.



APIS
• The Air Pollution 

Information 
System (APIS) 
provides a 
searchable 
database and 
information on 
pollutants and 
their impacts on 
habitats and 
species. 

• Catalyst for 
developing IN2.

https://www.apis.ac.uk/app


Critical Levels & Critical Loads





Purpose of IN2

• IN2 will assist applicants/licensees when using this data to 
evaluate impacts on European sites of nitrogen and ammonia 
emissions to air from main emission points at EPA licensable 
industrial sites when preparing licence applications. 

• Assist EPA Inspectors in that it sets out a consistent approach 
to follow across all teams.

• The approach set out in IN2 may mean that in some instances it 
may prevent the EPA from licensing certain activities (where it is 
not demonstrated that there will be no adverse effect on the 
integrity of a European Site). 



Consultations

• National Parks and Wildlife Service 

• County and City Management Association

• An Bord Pleanála

• Department of Environment, Climate and 
Communications

• Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage

• Office of the Planning Regulator

• Northern Irish Environment Agency

• Irish Business and Employers Confederation



Overview











Comments welcome on the draft IN2.  

licensing@epa.ie


