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• One of 2 blue dot rivers in County Monaghan 

• Main aim of RBMP  is to protect high status water 

quality where it exists

• Nationally there has been a decline in the number of 

Blue Dots

• These sites are extremely sensitive to water quality 

changes and very vulnerable to the effects of climate 

change such as low flow conditions, invasive species 

and increases in sediment loads

• Monaghan County Council proposed this catchment as 

an Area for Action for Irelands 3rd Cycle River Basin 

Management Plan

• Monaghan County Council tasked with preparing a plan 

to protect from deterioration

Why the Scotstown River ?



- Scotstown 10  & 

Scotstown 20  RWB

- Catchment Area 33km2

- High Status Objective 

River Waterbodies

- 3 monitoring sites 

- Drinking Water Supply 

Sources Lough 

Antracer & Borewells

- Slieve Beagh SPA 

- Landuse 

- Peat Bogs in the upper 

catchment

- Improved grassland 

lower catchment

The Scotstown River Catchment Area

Map: www.catchments.ie



Desk Study 

- Commenced in 2023 – looked at all 

available data

- Q values 3 EPA sites

- Hydrochemistry from MCC monitoring 

- Review of data indicated that nutrients 

not a significant issue although 

periodic spikes noted

- 1 additional location added to 

programme for hydrochemistry

- Looked at soil types and how water 

moves in the catchment

- Identified the pathways through which 

pollutants may move in the catchment 

as  surface pathways -via overland 

flows , drains and ditches 

Monaghan County Council’s Protection Plan



Monaghan County Councils Protection Plan

Investigative Assessment

- Invertebrate assessments , SSIS 

June 2023

- Significant issues identified during 

the assessments - extremely low 

flows & sedimentation

- Next step to further characterise the 

catchment and identify areas where  

protection measures could be 

installed to prevent from 

deterioration.

- Meetings held with Monaghan Co Co 

Biodiversity officer – measures have 

potential to have benefits for water, 

biodiversity  and climate change



- November 2023 Environment staff & Biodiversity officer 

met with some reps from the Tydavnet GWS.

- Highlighted the findings from our assessments and 

concerns that MCC could not do this alone – we needed 

community input !

- MCC presentation to the Tydavnet GWS AGM - we all 

need to work together to protect the Scotstown River’s 

excellent water quality 

Engagement with Tydavnet GWS 



- MCC assisted Tydavnet GWS  in preparing an application for the LAWPRO Community Water 

Development Fund

- The project was successful in its bid and received €25,000 in funding from LAWPRO 

LAWPRO Community Water Development Fund

Project title : A Community Plan for the Protection of the Scotstown River: a Blue Dot 

Waterbody in North Monaghan

2 Elements of the Project 

1. A Community engagement initiative to raise awareness of the special Blue Dot area, fostering pride

and promoting stewardship of the river.

2.  A baseline riparian survey of the Scotstown River was commissioned to assess the catchment’s 
strengths and identify areas for improvement



- The Scotstown Blue Dot Steering 

Group was established.

- January 2024,  Flynn Furney were 

appointed to carry out the project 

with the input from the steering 

group

- Blue Dot Project Lauch Tydavnet 

Community Centre 

- Tydavnet GWS  received the 

LAWPRO Blue Dot Award 2024

Project : A Community Plan for the Protection of the Scotstown 
River: a Blue Dot Waterbody in North Monaghan

Tydavnet 
GWS

Inland 
Fisheries 
Ireland 
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Schools Engagement

- Consultants visit to 2 
schools in the catchment 
prior to the Blue Dot Day

- Poster Competition

- Bankside Blue Dot 
Awareness Day, 
macroinvertebrates & 
electrofishing 

Community Engagement 



Farmer Engagement

Farmer streamside event

• Discussions on buffer zones 

& fencing 

• Why the blue dot is worth 

protecting 

• Intro to the Flynn Furney 

Team

Community Engagement 



-Community Water Day @  local 

GAA grounds

- Leaflet developed as part of the 

project 

-Findings from the riparian 

survey presented to the 

community in Tydavnet 

Community Centre

Community Engagement 



• The Flynn Furney Report identified issues & potential locations where pathways can be broken i.e.  where 
measures can be maintained/installed to slow the flow and provide further protection to the river.

Baseline Riparian Survey – Summer 2024



• Examples of the issues identified during the baseline riparian survey

Baseline Riparian Survey 



Recommendations for Agriculture



Recommendations for Householders



• In 2025 , Tydavnet Group Water Scheme (TGWS) secured approx. €500,000 in 
PEACEPLUS funding through the CALM Project for the Scotstown Blue Dot River.

• The project lead by ABC aims to fulfil the recommendations of the Flynn Furney 
Report and look for other opportunities as they arise.

• An initial farmer info meeting held in Sliabh Beagh Hotel, Sep 2025. 

• The steering group continue to meet in coming months as the CALM project 
develops.

Funding the recommended measures  



- LAWPRO funded Blue Dot signage for the catchment 

area.

- QR codes will link to a dedicated webpage where 

people can find out more about the Blue Dot River

- Information evening for householders in Q4

Continued Community Engagement



M a r t i n a  S m i t h  &  S e a n  C l e r k i n  


