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Why the Scotstown River ?

County
* One of 2 blue dot rivers in County Monaghan Monaghan
Water Quality
« Main aim of RBMP is to protect high status water Status 2016-
quality where it exists 2021

* Nationally there has been a decline in the number of
Blue Dots

« These sites are extremely sensitive to water quality
changes and very vulnerable to the effects of climate
change such as low flow conditions, invasive species
and increases in sediment loads

« Monaghan County Council proposed this catchment as
an Area for Action for Irelands 3" Cycle River Basin

High

Good
Management Plan
Moderate
« Monaghan County Council tasked with preparing a plan \ Poor

to protect from deterioration Bad




The Scotstown River Catchment Area

Scotstown 10 &
Scotstown 20 RWB Slieve:Beagh

ASSI

Catchment Area 33km?2

High Status Objective
River Waterbodies

3 monitoring sites

Drinking Water Supply
Sources Lough
Antracer & Borewells

Slieve Beagh SPA

Landuse

Peat Bogs in the upper
catchment

Improved grassland
lower catchment

Map: www.catchments.ie




Monaghan County Council’s Protection Plan

| WaterbodyName ~ [scotstownl0  [scotstown20 |
Des k Stu dV Monitaoring Station Br S of Knockballyroney Br at Mill S of Drumscor ‘Er s ST 3
r u/s Scotstow
'
- Commenced in 2023 — looked at all Sen oe —— i L
:
available data ot At Fisk
2010
' 0 13 00|
-  Qvalues 3 EPA sites :

- Hydrochemistry from MCC monitoring

- Review of data indicated that nutrients OrthoP mg/!
not a significant issue although Z
o ) 2023 - - |
periodic spikes noted Ammonia

AaEas 0.040mg/I N 2021 0.013

2023

- 1 additional location added to
programme for hydrochemistry 800
AAEQS 1.3mg/l
- Looked at soil types and how water
moves in the catchment

- Identified the pathways through which
pollutants may move in the catchment
as surface pathways -via overland
flows , drains and ditches




Monaghan County Councils Protection Plan

Investigative Assessment

- Invertebrate assessments , SSIS
June 2023

- Significant issues identified during
the assessments - extremely low
flows & sedimentation

- Next step to further characterise the
catchment and identify areas where
protection measures could be
installed to prevent from
deterioration.

- Meetings held with Monaghan Co Co
Biodiversity officer — measures have
potential to have benefits for water,
biodiversity and climate change




Engagement with Tydavnet GWS

- November 2023 Environment staff & Biodiversity officer

met with some reps from the Tydavnet GWS.

- Highlighted the findings from our assessments and
concerns that MCC could not do this alone —we needed

community input !

- MCC presentation to the Tydavnet GWS AGM - we all
need to work together to protect the Scotstown River’s

excellent water qualit




LAWPRO Community Water Development Fund

- MCC assisted Tydavnet GWS in preparing an application for the LAWPRO Community Water
Development Fund

- The project was successful in its bid and received €25,000 in funding from LAWPRO

2 Elements of the Project




Project : A Community Plan for the Protection of the Scotstown
River: a Blue Dot Waterbody in North Monaghan

The Scotstown Blue Dot Steering
Group was established.

January 2024, Flynn Furney were
appointed to carry out the project
with the input from the steering
group

Blue Dot Project Lauch Tydavnet
Community Centre

Tydavnet GWS received the

Tydavnet MCC ASSAP ACRES  Armagh Inland

GWS Env & Banbridge Fisheries

Biodiversity LAWPRO Council Ireland

ib"'




Community Engagement

Schools Engagement

- Consultants visit to 2
schools in the catchment
prior to the Blue Dot Day

- Poster Competition

- Bankside Blue Dot
Awareness Day,
macroinvertebrates &
electrofishing




Community Engagement

-armer Engagement

-armer streamside event
Discussions on buffer zones
& fencing
Why the blue dot is worth
protecting
Intro to the Flynn Furney

Team




Community Engagement

-Community Water Day @ local

GAA grounds

- Leaflet developed as part of the

project

“Ome;
ore Training Grounds (H18HY 5) .
Friday 23rd Aug 2-4pm -~

-Findings from the riparian
Scotstown

Blue Dot
y —

bluedot

survey presented to the

community in Tydavnet

Community Centre




Baseline Riparian Survey — Summer 2024

* The Flynn Furney Report identified issues & potential locations where pathways can be broken i.e. where
measures can be maintained/installed to slow the flow and provide further protection to the river.

Scotstown Blue
Dot —< i S
Baseline (S5&8 ~~>

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANTS
Survey

Stretch 1 - Areas to be
Improved

Scotstown Blue Dot River Study
Legend

B tack of Riparian Buffer

@ Outflow Pi . . .
s I Baseline Watercourse & Riparian Hal

Survey Report

w= Fencing Issues
Herbicide
Houses Close to the River (Septic Tanks)
Tunneling

B Coniter Plantation
Nutrient Build-Up

& Dumping

@ Poaching / Ingress

= Hydromorphology
Dredging

O Wilson's Honeysuckle
Snowberry
WFD River Waterbodies

October 2024

Version: 3 N = N
Prepared by: LW 5 = FL JRNEY Tydavnet Gro
Imagery : Google i Scheme Co




Baseline Riparian Survey

* Examples of the issues identified during the baseline riparian survey

Fencing Issues

* lLack of fencing
* Inadequate fencing

B el oo e o sl e SSIiRRSediment buildup
anks . _ iy F

= Particularly at Druminane - Channelisation
Livestock access

Farm runoff points (pipes & open drains)

Source: Flynn Furney Report 2024




Recommendations for Agriculture




Recommendations for Householders

4w systems fail inspection
u What shewid dowiedoiders de?

What assistance by avaladie to bouseholders®
Sty b UM e e 100 bt 1 ¢ -

Householders

Desludging of septic tanks

Potentially eligible for a septic tank grant in HSO catchment
area!

Avoid using bleach, chemicals, pesticides/herbicides in &
around the home

Avoid dumping grass cuttings along drains/streams/rivers

Install a water butt — conserve water in the garden!

Source: Flynn Furney Report 2024



Funding the recommended measures

* In 2025, Tydavnet Group Water Scheme (TGWS) secured approx. €500,000 in
PEACEPLUS funding through the CALM Project for the Scotstown Blue Dot River.

 The project lead by ABC aims to fulfil the recommendations of the Flynn Furney
Report and look for other opportunities as they arise.

* Aninitial farmer info meeting held in Sliabh Beagh Hotel, Sep 2025.

* The steering group continue to meet in coming months as the CALM project
develops.

& /% Tydavnet Group Water Scheme By e i o

Northern Ireland - Irelan o

Cofunded by the
Co-Op Ltd -
. European Union U Governwmont




Continued Community Engagement

- LAWPRO funded Blue Dot signage for the catchment

darea.

- QR codes will link to a dedicated webpage where

people can find out more about the Blue Dot River

- Information evening for householders in Q4




Martina Smith & Sean Clerkin
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