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As a key stakeholder, the Local Authority plays a key role in road safety, from road maintenance, infrastructure and
build, through to the Roads Design, Technical and Engineering Departments, the Local Municipal District Area
Offices and the engagement and collaboration of the elected members and SPC Transport meetings for example.

In addition to all of the aspects and departments within the local authority mentioned above, as part of road
safety, there is also another role within the local authority which provides for the promotion and engagement of
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Local Authority Road Safety Officers

Local Authority Road Safety Officers (LARSO) are appointed to promote road safety through education and

awareness, and to engage with key stakeholders throughout the community, to inform and educate the public on

road safety, in an effort to influence and improngad userbehaviour and reduce collisions and injuries.

LARSO

Key Themes we work off are:
A Educate and Inform

A Promote and Support

A Engage and Encourage Local Authority Road Safety Officer

Annual
An Roinn Iompair / Conference
Department of Transport T 2026

hta Contas aqus Cathrach

County and City Management Assaciation 14TH- 15TH MAY | HO co.



Key roles, function and responsibilities of a LARSO

Manage and formulate the Local (Council) Road Safety Action Plan,
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Deliver road safety education, promotion and awareness throughout the community and educations sectors,

Initiate and deliver various road safety campaigns and projects,

Engage with communities at large events about road safety and safer roads,

Manage the Road Safety Working Together Groups,

Manage the School Warden Service,
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Attend various road safety related meetings on behalf of the council.
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Session @1  Benefits and value of a Local Authority Road Safety Officer

WESTMEATH COUNTY COUNCIL
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Session @1  Benefits and value of a Local Authority Road Safety Officer

Benefits of having a local Road Safety Officer

Practical advantage Having a local Road Safety Officer (RSO) brings many practical advantages to the community.

A local RSO understands the specific roads, schools, traffic patterns, and problem areas within their county or city.

Responsive advantageA local RSO can act more quickly on road safety concerns, queries or complaints, whether
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with local engineers or the gardai to address specific collision prone zones, safe routes to school or local issues.

¢CKFEG alFlART GKAA AayQid NBlIftte [y SAOUKSNKk2NI aAddzr A2y @
standards, running nationwide campaigns, collecting data, and shaping legislation. Local Authority officers are most
effective when theycomplementhat national framework by translating policy into action on the ground.
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Benefits of local road safety campaigns and initiatives

Local road safety campaignshose focused on a specific town, city, or regidend to be especially effective because
they connect directly with the people and behaviours they aim to change.

More relevant messaging
Local campaigns can target the exact issues affecting an &d@S i KSNJ A 0 Qad &LISSRAY3I 2y NIzM
or schooilzone safety. This makes the message feel more immediate and harder to ignore.

Stronger community engagement
Because they involve local authorities and local communities, people are more likely to feel personally invested. When
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Faster behaviour change
Localised efforts can respond quickly to emerging problems and adjust messaging or enforcement accordingly. That
responsiveness often leads to quicker improvements in driver and pedestrian behaviour.
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Benefits of local road safety campaigns and initiatives

Costeffectiveness
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spending areas. We share resources and ideas, spread the cost and spread the reach.

Road safety partnerships
They often bring together local stakeholders, This collaboration can lead to more coordinated enforcement, education,
and infrastructure improvements.

Measurable impact
Messages can be tailored to local attitudes, language, and norms, making them more persuasive than generic national
messaging, resulting in a much more measured impact.

LY aK2NIx t20Ff NRIR & Ol YLI A3Iya ¢2N)] ¢S¢tt
O2YYdzyAllé GKS@QNB UGN G2 LINRGSOUO®

Annual
(1) | AnRoinnlompair / Conference
Y/ Department of Transport o 2026

County and ity Management Asaciatio 14TH - 15TH MAY | WHITE'S HOTEL, CO. WEXFORD

o
S

o
> Q)
K?




N —

§ WTSIDE p)

} > Ty

* 8

/4|
. m-uu“-'i- &

||| R

Om
[t

I

> —
~




\ . Project

[eSAVER-

ROAD SAFETY
PROMOTION

Pass wide
and slow




In line with Action 94 of the Government Road Safety Strategy for-8021o n = W{ |
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safety policy and its implementation at a local level.

Road Safety Working Together Groups (RSWTG)
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The ambitious road safety targets set in the strategy can only be achieved through multiagenpsration, together with the@ad user
taking personal responsibility for their behaviour.

The role of the Road Safety Working Together Group is to:

1 Bring together a number of stakeholders involved in the process.

1 To foster links with organisations which have a role to play in road safety.

1 Set objectives in line with national policy for the reduction and prevention of road collisions.
9 Produce a Road Safety Strategy Action Plan.

1 Oversee the implementation of the actions identified over the period of the plan.

1 Evaluate the progress of the plan.
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Safer Roads Partnerships
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create safer roads for everyone.

In addition to the currentPw2 R { | FSG & 2 2 NJKérry GountyZCaupdil i BadkingtaNEroduddg an
operational and promotional group, separate from the policy committee of the RSTWG:

TheW I FSNJ w2 I R & sirilarkolihg RSWHT®, butdnsists of specific key members from a more direct and relevan
group of stakeholder and engagers who provide a much broader range of services to the public:

S I
N&

W<,
R T

I R
2 dzf

A< e
>
c
N

£ .\

Uy ¢
(@] 3
u» >

S
RS

Local Authority - Road Safety Officer, Active Travel Officer, Cycling Officer, LCSP,
Road Safety Authority - Regional Road Safety Promotion Officer,

An Garda Siochana - Community Policing and Roads Policing,

An Taisce - Travel Officers and Green Schools Coordinators,

Collision Responders - Fire & Ambulance Service,

National Bodies - NTA, TlI,
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Local campaigns compliment national ones

National led campaigns and themed weeks are also promoted locally.

Irish Road Safety Week

National Bike Week

EU Mobility Week

Amber Thursday (Fire, Road & Water Safety)
Back to School campaign

Seasonal Bank Holidays

Christmas and New Year Appeals

World Remembrance Day for Road Traffic Victims
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Local campaigns reach local communities

Separate from the national road safety promotions and enforcement campaigns, local campaigns and initiatives
involve, include and integrate within the local community.

LARSO attend local events and festivals

A We promote road safety in the community, in the local press, on local radio and through social media.
A Our campaigns are never provocative, but quirky and engaging, and at very low costs.

A We link up with local and county sporting clubs and organisations,

A We create Junior Road Safety Officers in schools, road safety ambassadors in the community.
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'DONEGAL ROAD SAFETY

EMERGENCY
AMBULANCE

Keep The Race
Inits Wﬁgce

Safety Is Everyona's Responsibility ﬁ
Safe Driving Saves Lives ——
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" BE A TEAM PLAYER
THINK ROAD SAFETY

A mistake on the field could cost you the game.

A mistake on the road could cost you your life!
n Phone Down
"B} Belt Up
EJ slow Down
n Never Drink and Drive

Hope to see you back!

comhairle chontae na mi
meath county council

@ s
County and City Management Assaciatin
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