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¢ƘŜ CƛǾŜ Ψ9Ωǎ ƻŦ wƻŀŘ {ŀŦŜǘȅ

wƻŀŘ {ŀŦŜǘȅ ƛǎ ǎǇƭƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǾŜ Ψ9Ωǎ ƻŦ wƻŀŘ {ŀŦŜǘȅ ς Each road safety stakeholders has a part to play in at least 

ƻƴŜ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǾŜ 9Ωǎ

Å EDUCATION - RSA, AGS, LA

Å ENGINEERING - DoT, TII, NTA, LA, NRDO, RMO

Å ENFORCEMENT - DoT, DoJ, AGS, RSA, LA

Å ENGAGEMENT - RSA, AGS, LA

Å EVALUATION - DoT, RSA, AGS, LA
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[ƻŎŀƭ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΩǎ wƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǊƻŀŘ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ
As a key stakeholder, the Local Authority plays a key role in road safety, from road maintenance, infrastructure and 
build, through to the Roads Design, Technical and Engineering Departments, the Local Municipal District Area 
Offices and the engagement and collaboration of the elected members and SPC Transport meetings for example.

In addition to all of the aspects and departments within the local authority mentioned above, as part of road 
safety, there is also another role within the local authority which provides for the promotion and engagement of 
ǊƻŀŘ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ƭƻŎŀƭƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻŎŀƭ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ wƻŀŘ {ŀŦŜǘȅ hŦŦƛŎŜǊΦ 

! Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭǎ ƘŀǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǳƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘΦ
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Local Authority Road Safety Officers

Local Authority Road Safety Officers (LARSO) are appointed to promote road safety through education and 

awareness, and to engage with key stakeholders throughout the community, to inform and educate the public on 

road safety, in an effort to influence and improve road user behaviour and reduce collisions and injuries. 

Key Themes we work off are: 

Å Educate and Inform

Å Promote and Support

Å Engage and Encourage

Session : 1 Benefits and value of a Local Authority Road Safety Officer



Key roles, function and responsibilities of a LARSO

Å Manage and formulate the Local (Council) Road Safety Action Plan,

Å 9ƴƎŀƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǊƻŀŘ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ό[!ҌΣ !D{Σ w{!Σ b¢!Σ ¢LLΣ I{9Σ b!{Σ Cw{Σ [{tΣ [/{tΧύ

Å Deliver road safety education, promotion and awareness throughout the community and educations sectors,

Å Initiate and deliver various road safety campaigns and projects,

Å Engage with communities at large events about road safety and safer roads,

Å Manage the Road Safety Working Together Groups, 

Å Manage the School Warden Service,

Å Attend various road safety related meetings on behalf of the council.

Session : 1 Benefits and value of a Local Authority Road Safety Officer



Session : 1 Benefits and value of a Local Authority Road Safety Officer



EDUCATE & INFORM PROMOTE & SUPPORTENGAGE & ENCOURAGE

ωClubs & Groups

ωPublic Gatherings

ωFestivals & Events

ωLocal Press & Social Media

ωElected Members

ω/ƻǳƴŎƛƭ {ǘŀŦŦ ϧ 5ŜǇǘΩǎ

ωNational Bodies

ωCommunity Sector

ωSchools and Colleges

ωCommunity Groups

ωBusinesses Sector

ωWorkforce & Industries
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Road Safety Education

Session : 1 Benefits and value of a Local Authority Road Safety Officer



Benefits of having a local Road Safety Officer

Practical advantage - Having a local Road Safety Officer (RSO) brings many practical advantages to the community. 

A local RSO understands the specific roads, schools, traffic patterns, and problem areas within their county or city.

Responsive advantage - A local RSO can act more quickly on road safety concerns, queries or complaints, whether 

ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŜƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎΣ ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŀƝΣ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎΦ

Better placed ς w{hΩǎ ŀǊŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘǎΦ CƻǊ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜΣ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ǿƻǊƪ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ 
with local engineers or the gardaí to address specific collision prone zones, safe routes to school or local issues.

¢Ƙŀǘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀƴ ŜƛǘƘŜǊκƻǊ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΦ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ōƻŘƛŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ wƻŀŘ {ŀŦŜǘȅ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ŀǊŜ ŎǊǳŎƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ 
standards, running nationwide campaigns, collecting data, and shaping legislation. Local Authority officers are most 
effective when they complement that national framework by translating policy into action on the ground.
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Benefits of local road safety campaigns and initiatives
Local road safety campaignsτthose focused on a specific town, city, or regionτtend to be especially effective because
they connect directly with the people and behaviours they aim to change.

More relevant messaging
Local campaigns can target the exact issues affecting an areaτǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ ǎǇŜŜŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǊǳǊŀƭ ǊƻŀŘǎΣ ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎ ƧǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ 
or school-zone safety. This makes the message feel more immediate and harder to ignore.

Stronger community engagement
Because they involve local authorities and local communities, people are more likely to feel personally invested. When 
ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǎŜŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ŦŀŎŜǎ ƻǊ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ƛƴ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴǎΣ ƛǘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜǎ ǘǊǳǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎ ōǳȅ-in.

Faster behaviour change
Localised efforts can respond quickly to emerging problems and adjust messaging or enforcement accordingly. That 
responsiveness often leads to quicker improvements in driver and pedestrian behaviour.
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Benefits of local road safety campaigns and initiatives
Cost-effectiveness
/ƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴǎΣ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ŦƻŎǳǎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ƳƻǎǘΣ ŀǾƻƛŘƛƴƎ ōǊƻŀŘ 
spending areas. We share resources and ideas, spread the cost and spread the reach.

Road safety partnerships
They often bring together local stakeholders, This collaboration can lead to more coordinated enforcement, education, 
and infrastructure improvements.

Measurable impact
Messages can be tailored to local attitudes, language, and norms, making them more persuasive than generic national 
messaging, resulting in a much more measured impact.

Lƴ ǎƘƻǊǘΣ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǊƻŀŘ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǿŜƭƭ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǘŀǊƎŜǘŜŘΣ ŀŘŀǇǘŀōƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǊƻƻǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘΦ

Session : 1 Benefits and value of a Local Authority Road Safety Officer



Session  : Presentation title

Contents
Å xyz

Å Xyz

Å Xyz

Å Xyz

Å xyz



Session  : Presentation title



In line with Action 94 of the Government Road Safety Strategy for 2021-нлолΣ Ψ{ŀŦŜ {ȅǎǘŜƳ tǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ LƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ !ǊŜŀΤ {ŀŦŜ wƻŀŘǎ and 
wƻŀŘǎƛŘŜǎΩ ŜŀŎƘ [ƻŎŀƭ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘŀǎƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŀ ΨwƻŀŘ {ŀŦŜǘȅ ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ DǊƻǳǇΩ ǘƻ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜ ŀ Ƴǳƭǘi-agency road 
safety policy and its implementation at a local level. 

The ambitious road safety targets set in the strategy can only be achieved through multiagency co-operation, together with the road user 
taking personal responsibility for their behaviour.

The role of the Road Safety Working Together Group is to: 

¶ Bring together a number of stakeholders involved in the process. 

¶ To foster links with organisations which have a role to play in road safety. 

¶ Set objectives in line with national policy for the reduction and prevention of road collisions. 

¶ Produce a Road Safety Strategy Action Plan. 

¶ Oversee the implementation of the actions identified over the period of the plan. 

¶ Evaluate the progress of the plan. 

Road Safety Working Together Groups (RSWTG)
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Lƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǎƳŀǊǘŜǊΣ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƛǘ 
ƳŜŀƴǎ ŀ ƳǳŎƘ ōǊƻŀŘŜǊ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŜƴƎŀƎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƳŜ Ǝƻŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǊƻŀŘ ǎŀŦŜǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƻ 
create safer roads for everyone. 

In addition to the current ΨwƻŀŘ {ŀŦŜǘȅ ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ DǊƻǳǇΩ, Kerry County Council is looking at introducing an 
operational and promotional group, separate from the policy committee of the RSTWG:
The Ψ{ŀŦŜǊ wƻŀŘǎ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇΩ - similar to the RSWTG, but consists of specific key members from a more direct and relevant 
group of stakeholder and engagers who provide a much broader range of services to the public: 

Local Authority  - Road Safety Officer, Active Travel Officer, Cycling Officer, LCSP,
Road Safety Authority - Regional Road Safety Promotion Officer,
An Garda Síochána  - Community Policing and Roads Policing,
An Táisce   - Travel Officers and Green Schools Coordinators, 
Collision Responders  - Fire & Ambulance Service,
National Bodies  - NTA, TII, 

SAFER ROADS
PARTNERSHIP 

Safer Roads Partnerships



National led campaigns and themed weeks are also promoted locally.

Å Irish Road Safety Week

Å National Bike Week

Å EU Mobility Week
Å Amber Thursday (Fire, Road & Water Safety)

Å Back to School campaign

Å Seasonal Bank Holidays
Å Christmas and New Year Appeals

Å World Remembrance Day for Road Traffic Victims

Local campaigns compliment national ones
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Separate from the national road safety promotions and enforcement campaigns, local campaigns and initiatives 

involve, include and integrate within the local community. 

LARSO attend local events and festivals

Å We promote road safety in the community, in the local press, on local radio and through social media.
Å Our campaigns are never provocative, but quirky and engaging, and at very low costs. 

Å We link up with local and county sporting clubs and organisations,

Å We create Junior Road Safety Officers in schools, road safety ambassadors in the community.
Å hǳǊ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƭŜŘΣ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ D!! ƳŀǘŎƘΣ /ŀǊ wŀƭƭȅ ƻǊ ŀ IƻǊǎŜ wŀŎƛƴƎ ŦŜǎǘƛǾŀƭΦ

Local campaigns reach local communities
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CORK ROAD SAFETY
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CORK ROAD SAFETY

DONEGAL ROAD SAFETY
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CORK ROAD SAFETY

DONEGAL ROAD SAFETY

GALWAY ROAD SAFETY
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CORK ROAD SAFETY

DONEGAL ROAD SAFETYMAYO ROAD SAFETY
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CORK ROAD SAFETY

DONEGAL ROAD SAFETYMEATH ROAD SAFETY
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CORK ROAD SAFETY

DONEGAL ROAD SAFETYMEATH ROAD SAFETY

WESTMEATH ROAD SAFETY
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CORK ROAD SAFETY

DONEGAL ROAD SAFETYWEXFORD ROAD SAFETY
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